
 

             
 

Public Lecture: 
“Testimonial narrative as alternative political discourse in El Salvador:  

La Cachada Teatro” 
 
 
 
Lifting barriers of communication and opening 
channels for dialogue are fundamental in the 
process of transforming severely polarized and 
violent societies. Creative practice guarantees 
inclusive platforms for expression that have the 
potential to promote tolerance and engage 
citizens in a deliberative model of democracy.  
This talk will explore the case study of the 
Salvadoran theatre company La Cachada, a 
collective of five female actors who come from 
some of the most marginalized communities in 
the capital city of El Salvador. What started as a 
self-esteem workshop organized by a local non-
governmental organization later became a 
turning point in the lives of these women in 
resistance. The actors of La Cachada use their 
own testimonies of violence and injustice to 
create socially engaged verbatim theatre that 
reaches audiences of all backgrounds.  
Looking at their context and their creative 
strategies through critical discourse analysis and 
drawing notions from Iris Marion Young’s model 
of ‘communicative democracy’, Luz Cáceres 
Paton will illustrate how silenced voices from 
the margins claim informal spaces in the public 
sphere as political platforms in order to 
challenge hegemonic discourse and inform 
society.  
 
Organized by the El Salvador Embassy in the 

United Kingdom, with the support of the 

Institute of Latin American Studies at the 

School of Advanced Study, University of 

London. 

 
 
 

Luz Cáceres Paton is a 

language lecturer and 
researcher at the University 
of Glasgow. She obtained an 
undergraduate degree in 
Spanish from the University 

of Bordeaux Montaigne and a Master of 
Research in Humanities from the University of 
Stirling. She is a PhD candidate in Theatre 
Studies and Applied Political Philosophy. Her 
research explores the democratizing potential 
of verbatim theatre across different political 
contexts in Mexico, Guatemala and her country 
of origin, El Salvador. Luz is currently developing 
a teaching scholarship project in storytelling 
and affective responses in second language 
acquisition for the Hispanic Studies department 
of the University of Glasgow. Her research 
interests include testimonio, verbatim, post-
truth politics, non-fiction, deliberative 
democracy and Central America.  
 

 

DATE: Friday, March 8th ,  4-6pm. 

VENUE: The Senate Room (Ground Floor) 

Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 

2HU. 

Reservations: https://bit.ly/2GbBiuh 
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